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Mr. Robert Thomas Veterans Day 2017

Mr. Marion Polk

Mr. Paul Warner

9. Mrs. Iris Goldwasser
10.Mr. Dominic Pagborn
11.Ms. Mary Salvador
12.Master Sergeant Antonio Guiliano — Special Music — No Wreath
13.Ms. Denise Ganulin — Special Music — No Wreath

14.Bob Regan — Operation Song — No Wreath

15.1an Wagner — Operation Song — No Wreath

16.Director Tim Whitmore — Turn to Busan — No wreath

NG~ WNE

Chairs 1 through 16


Presenter
Presentation Notes
WWII VeteranGerald Mendelson will take part in Veterans Day wreath presentation.�
He enlisted in the Navy the day after Pearl Harbor and spent a year flying torpedo bombers on the USS Cabot, in the Pacific Theater and participated in five major battles. His unit received two presidential citations for valor in combat.
�
He’s a professional piano player that once played with Tony Bennett.
�
Mendelson's career as a professional piano and organ player spans eight decades, beginning when he was 16. Before World War II, Mendelson's father would drive him to gigs at churches and clubs.
"When I was a kid, I would play two services on a Sunday for $5, which was a lot of money back in those days," Mendelson said.
Later in life, Mendelson was the organist at Radio City Music Hall playing the big holiday productions at Easter and Christmas. He was also the fill-in organist at Yankee Stadium for two seasons, covering for main organist Eddie Layton. Layton played the organ at Yankee Stadium for 40 years and Mendelson was his backup.
"He used to call me up whenever he was going out of town or couldn't make a game," Mendelson said.
Mendelson was also featured at the 1964 World's Fair in Queens at the New Jersey Pavilion. It was declared Jerry Mendelson Day, which consisted of him playing the organ with a live drummer for the entire day.
In the 1970s, he worked with Tony Bennett, who is only a few years younger than Mendelson, at a fundraiser for Hackensack Hospital. The event featured comedian and violinist Henny Youngman and comedian Shecky Green and was hosted by famous disc jockey William B. Williams.
�
http://www.northjersey.com/story/news/bergen/lodi/2017/04/03/95-year-old-wwii-vet-rocks-ivy-inn-every-week/99784628/ 
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